
Innovation for a 
greener future
Extreme weather conditions, biodiversity loss, and scarcity 
of land and raw materials threaten food security worldwide. 
Through partnerships and innovation, the Dutch Horticul-
ture and Starting Materials sector can help boost the 
global food supply, increase smarter water and chemical 
crop control usage and lower carbon emission. Let’s create 
a sustainable and fair food system, in harmony with nature.



The Dutch Horticulture and Starting Materials sector is 
renowned for its high productivity and innovative pro-
duction methods. By working together with partners all 
over the world, we are constantly improving food quality 
and quantity to help achieve food safety and security 
globally. 

Across the Netherlands, you’ll find greenhouses adorning the land-
scapes. Here’s why: as a small and densely populated country, we 
depend on the horticulture sector’s efficient and innovative produc-
tion facilities to meet the nutritional needs of our population. Also 
to offer consumers worldwide with high-quality fruits, vegetables, 
flowers and plants.

In 2020, around 23,700 Dutch horticulture businesses added € 21.1 
billion in value to the entire agriculture & food sector. These com-
panies range from greenhouse horticulture businesses producing 
flowers, fruit and vegetables to seed and plant-source production 
companies. With its labour intensive and high-tech character, the 
horticulture sector contributes 2.7 percent of Dutch GDP.

Trade and knowledge exchange
The Netherlands is a renowned international hub for trade in 
vegetables, fruits and flowers for its strategic position in the EU 
and agro-logistics efficiency. The total export value of the Dutch 
horticulture sector in 2020 was estimated around € 24.5 billion and 
import value at €11.5 billion. And it is not just fruits and vegetables 
that are exported. Well-known for its tulips, the Netherlands holds a 
48 percent share in the global flower trade. 

The Netherlands is also leading internationally in greenhouse-relat-
ed tech solutions, machinery and knowledge. A frontrunner in en-
ergy-efficient and circular production, the Dutch horticulture sector 
works with local and international partners to promote climate-neu-
tral horticulture, resilient crops, and healthy plants using robots, 
mobile monitoring systems, and other high-tech solutions.

Starting materials
Growing healthy plants starts with healthy seeds. Over 70% of inter-
national seeds can directly or indirectly be traced back to the Neth-
erlands. Every year around 1,170 new plant varieties are developed 

for growing in local conditions. This continuous innovation helps 
create seeds that give farmers and growers higher yields and better 
protection against pests and climate-related crop failure. This is 
especially vital for food security in climate-sensitive areas.

Government, entrepreneurs, and R&D: the Dutch golden triangle
The Dutch horticulture & starting materials sector integrates a net-
work of economic clusters and regions where various horticultural 
chains, services and knowledge institutions  work together. Their 
goal is to foster continuous innovation, such as in robotics and plant 
monitoring, plant safety or nutritional value.  
 
The Netherlands is home to universities and institutes that are best 
in their field, such as Wageningen University & Research in food and 
agriculture and TU Delft, and TNO in high-tech solutions. They coop-
erate in public-private partnerships with the six regional Greenports 
and world-leading seed, supply and tech-companies. This way we 
can develop super-efficient greenhouses that make the best of 
limited water and resources. 

The Netherlands believes in the power of collaboration. You will find 
Dutch entrepreneurs, researchers and suppliers of technology all 
over the world, working on tailor-made solutions for local challeng-
es. Together with our international partners, the Netherlands wants 
to continue to improve horticulture production, so we can keep on 
feeding our ever-growing world population sustainably.

Feeding & greening the cities
With 180,000 people worldwide move to cities daily, the world is 
dealing with a pressing challenge: how can we ensure that cities 
remain healthy and fun places to live? Dutch horticulture can help 
feeding and greening cities. We support countries around the world 
to produce healthy and tasty vegetables and fruit locally. And with 
flowers and plants, we can make cities greener, healthier and more 
resilient.  Find out more about how the Netherlands helps to grow 
greener cities at Floriade 2022.

Discover how we can farm the future together:
www.farmingthefuture.nl
or learn more about the Dutch Top Sector Horticulture & 
Starting Materials : https://topsectortu.nl


